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FACTS any OBSERVATIONS 


RELATIVE TO THE. 


COINAGE and CIRCULATION 


O F 


COUNTERFEIT or BASE MONEY. 


HE valt increaſe, and the extenſive circulation 

of baſe Money, particularly within the laſt two 

or three years, is too obvious not to have attraQted the 

notice ofall ranks of the community : and the evil has 

at length become ſo enormous as to call aloud for a re- 
wedy. 

After a very laborious and minute inveſtigation, 
founded on information derived from a variety of dif- 
ferent ſources, it appears that this nefarious traffic is 
carried to a height which almoſt exceeds credibility, 

The names, and in many inſtances even the places 
of abode, have been lately collected, of 120 perſons 
in London and in the Country, who principally ſup- 
port themſelves at preſent by coining, and dealing in 
baſe Money. of difterent kinds; and to ſuch a pitch of 
dexterity have theſe criminal people arrived, that it has 
now become extremely difficult for the common ob- 

| A ſerver, 


( wad 


L 4 4 


| ſerver to diſtinguiſh the counterfeited Coin in circula- 
tion, from the worn-out Silver of the Mint. 
This deception has, in addition to other facilities 


and encouragements, tended in an eminent degree to 


the amazing extent of the circulation which is at pre- 
ſent experienced. | 

The principal laws relative to counterfeit Coin, ha- 
ving been made above a century ago, the tricks and 
devices of modern times are not in many inftances pro- 
vided for, and hence it is that the Country is deluged 
with baſe Money. 

While the profit is ſo immenſe, with ſo many chances 
of eſcaping puniſhment; and even where no puniſh- 
ment at all attaches to ſeveral offences which were not 
foreſeen a century ago, it is ſcarce to be wondered at 
that the coinage and traffic in counterfeit Money has at- 
trated the attention of ſo many criminal people. 
The great dealers, who in moſt inſtances are the 

employers of the Coiners, execute orders for the town 
and country trade with as much ſyſtem and regularity 
as is praftiſed by manufaQurers in any regular _— 
of trade, 

Scarce a waggon departs from the W that 
does not carry boxes and parcels to the different camps, 
ſea-ports and manufacturing towns : and in London re- 
gular markets are held by the principal dealers, where 
Fraudulent Hawkers, Pedlars, Wandering Horſe-Deal- 
ers, Servants of Toll-Gatberers, Hackney-Coachmen, 
Publicans, Market-Women, F ruit-Women, Barrow-Wao- 


hee 


nem Fifb-Cryers, Rabbit. Sellers, Unliceneed Lottery-Of- 
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fice Keepers, Itinerant Jets, Iriſh Labourers, Small Shop- 
keepers, and many others who would not be ſuſpeRted, 
are regularly ſupplied with counterfeit Copper and Sil- 
ver, with the advantage of nearly 100 per cent in their 
favour; and ſometimes more or leſs according to the 
quality of the article, and the excellence of the work- 
manſhip. 

Through theſe various channels, vaſt quantities of 
baſe Money get into general circulation, while the Mint 
Coinage is in many inſtances hoarded up: for certain it 
is that an evident diminution of the current Silver Coin 
of the Realm is apparent to every common obſerver. 

It is impoſſible to reflect on the alternative, to which 
all ranks in ſociety are reduced, of receiving, and again 
uttering, Money which is known to be falſe and coun- 
terfeit, without lamenting that by thus familiarizing the 


mind to fraud and deception, the moral principle is 
deſtroyed, 


Every perſon who has the leaſt intercourſe with ſo- 


ciety, mult in the nature of things receive baſe Money: 
and being thus cheated, the party injured muſt know- 
ingly and wilfully cheat in his turn: and it is much to 
be feared that when this ſpecies of fraud becomes fa- 
miliar to young minds, it may extend to other tranſac- 
tions in life: The barrier once broke down in one 
part, the moral principle moulders in others; and infi- 
nite miſchief is the reſult to the very beſt intereſt of 
ſociety, 

To permit the exiſtence of a Silver and Copper Coi- 
nage ſuch as is now in circulation, is to tolerate fraud 
and deception in all ranks of the community, to the 

diſgrace 


1 6 ] 
.diſyrace of the national Character, and to the ultimate 


lols of many individuals. For the evil muſt have an 
end at ſome period, and then thouſands mult ſuffer, 
with this difference, that the longer it continues the 
greater will be the loſs of property, 

But the wiſchicf at preſent is not merely confined to 
the counterfeiting of Coin ſimilar to that of the Realm, 
The avyarice and ingenuity of may is conſtantly find- 
ing out new ſources of fraud, and new and artful de- 
vices, inſomuch that in London, Birmingham, and the 
neighbourhood, coinages of Louis Dort, Half Jobun- 
nes, Freneb Crowns, Half Crowns and Shillings, as well 
as leveral Coins of Flanders, Germany, and other 
Countries, are going forward without any dread of 
puniſhment on the part of thoſe concerned, who cer- 
tainly have no idea that they are guilty of milpriſion 
of High Treaſon, by the Att of the 14th of Elizabeth, 

Nor is the evil confined to the foreign Coins of 
Europe, finee a Coinage of the Star Pagoda of 
Aveat, of the intrinſic value of about three half- 
pence each, has been ellabliſhed in London for ſome 
years, and forms an article of commerce 10 India, 
io mix wich the current Pagedas of the Country, 
which are of the value of Eight Shillings ſterling, 

The Sequins of Turkey, a Gold Coin alſo, worth 
about Five or Six Shillings, have in like manner been 
"recently counterfeited in London. Thus extending 
the frauds of theſe criminal people to every quarter 
of the world, while the diſgrace of the Britiſh name 
is through this medium proclaimed even in the moſt 
diſtant 
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diſtant regions of India. And it is greatly to be la- 
mented that perſons even in ſuperior ſtations in life, 
with ſome pretenſions to honor and integrity, have 
ſuffered their avarice ſo far to get the better of the 
moral principle, as to be concerned in this abomina- 

ble traffic, TX 
In the courſe of inveſtigating theſe multifarious 
frauds upon the public, it has recently been dif- 
covered that the following is a pretty corre account 
of a conſiderable number of the principal Coiners, 
Die- Sinkers, and Dealers in London and the Country. 

IN LONDON, 

1. Coiners of Shillings, Six-pencey, Half-pence, Farthings, 
Quineas, Half Gulneas, French Money, Portugueſe 
Money, German Money, Pagoda, Ke. 


39 
1. Dle-Slnkere, and Perfons who mill er flatten the Metal = g 
J Large Dealers, who empley the Colners and fell in whole- 


Perſons 


ſale * = * ® - = 1 
„ Smaller Dealers, who are (upplied by the larger ones 23 
— 


IN BIRMINGHAM AND ITS NEIGHROVUR HOOD, 
1, Coiners of Britiſh and Foreign Money as above + 26 
+, Dealers, who ſupply the Country and the Metropolis 15 


3g 


—_ 


Total 120 
Beſides theſe, whoſe names and places of reſidence 


are generally known, (and of which the Author of 
theſe Obſervations has an alphabetical liſt) there are 
a multitude of low people, chiefly Iriſh and Jews, 
who are employed in the metropolis, in circulating 
baſe Silver and _ Money ; and it will ſcarce be 

credited 
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eredited that of theſe criminal people who have either 
been detected proſecuted, or convicted within the 
laſt ſeven years, there ſtands upon the regiſter kept 
by the Solicitor to the Mint no leſs than 608 names, 

But numerous as this phalanx appears to be, it 
bears no proportion to the multitude in this great 
metropolis, and in different parts of the country, who 
chiefly ſupport themſelves by uttering baſe Money ; 
to accompliſh which purpoſe there is not a trick or 
device within the reach of human ingenuity which is 
not praiſed. 

It is impoſſible to form any judgment as to the 
extent of the coinage and circulation of baſe Money 
yearly ; but when it is conſidered, that two perſons 
can finiſh from. ( 200. to £300. a week in baſe Silver, 
and that three people within the ſame period will ſtamp 
to the like amount in Copper, and when the number 
of known Coiners are taken into the calculation, the 
aggregate in the courſe of a year muſt be immenſe, 
It may poſſibly extend to £200,000. a year, or it 
may be more or leſs.* + 

Yet enormous as the evil appears to be, the remedy 
is by no means ſo difficult as may appear at firſt view. 

In developing the cauſes of the miſchief, they will 
be found to ariſe from two ſources :>© 1. The want 


* A noted and well-known Coiner, who lately made ſome im- 
portant and uſeful diſcoveries, acknowledged to a Magiſtrate of the 
Police, that he and his wife alone had coined to the extent of 


£100,000 in Counterfeit Half- Crowns, beſides other Money, in a 


period of ſeven years, 10 
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" of legiſlative regulations applicable to the new and 
« modernized ſtate of the frauds that are committed, 
« and which the laws now in being will not reach : 
« and a. The want of pecuniary reſource for the 
& purpole of creating that vigor and energy in the 
Police, which is neceſſary for the detection of this 
« ſpecies of offence, which requires a vaſt deal of 
e previous attention for the purpoſe of making diſeo- 
« veries, as well as the neceſſary purchaſes of Money, 
« which ſhall be ſufficient to convict the offenders. 

Thele two objetts once attained, with the aſſiſtance 
of an active Magiltracy, the evil would very ſoon 
ceaſe to exiſt, | 

As the law now ſtands, the following deficiencies 
are apparent, and require a legiſlative remedy. 


1. Proſecutions are at preſent limited to three months, which may 
often defeat juſtice where offences committed in the Country 
frequently cannot be tried in leſs than four, five, and in ſome 
caſes nearly fix months. ¶ The limitation ſhould be ſix months. 

2. 'The words Milled Money ſeems neceſſary by the Act of 8 and g 
William IIId. to form the deſcription of Coin ſimilar to the cur - 
rent Coin of the Realm, which is erroneous and ſhould be left 
out, inaſmuch as a conſiderable proportion of the counterfeit 
Coin is caſ and wot milled, (7 The deſcription ſhould be ge- 
neral—Mled or not Milled, 

3. No proviſion is made in any Act, and conſequently no puniſh. 
ment, for the offence of buying baſe Money to recoloxr it : which 
is a modern device which no exiſting law reaches. G This of- 
fence ſhould be puniſhed with tranſportation, or configement in 
a penitentiary houſe, 

4+ Neither is there any proviſion made for the offence of uteri 

baſe Money in exebange as well as payment. V Both offences 
being the ſame, ſhould be puniſhed alike, 

B | g No 
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5+ No exiſting law gives any power to Magiſtrates upon inſorma- 
tion on oath, to ſearch for, or ſeize counterſeit Coin, in the hands 
or premiſes of kroawn dealcrs, or reputed utterers ; although 
theſe dealers are now the perſous (and not the actual Coiners) 
who keep the baſe Money : neither is there any power to ſeize 
baſe Money conveying in coaches or waggons going into the 
Country, Under this ſhelter the dealers are enabled to hold mar- 
kets for ſale in their houſes, where they keep large ſtocks, and 
baſe Money is alſo ſent into the Country without the leaſt ha- 
zard of detection or ſeizure. & Surely this ſhould be other- 
wiſe regulated. 

6. No power is given by any exiſting Law, even upon the moſt 
pointed information, to ſearch the houſes or workſhops of Coin- 
ers in the night tine. Hence it is that detedt ion becomes ſo diffi- 
cult, and the evil increaſes, becauſe the Law in ſome meaſure 
ſhields the Offenders from diſcovery. If in Lottery offences 
(which are certainly greatly inferior in their enormity to Coin- 
ing) a power is granted to break open houſes in the night time, 
ſurely no reaſon can be aſſigned why. treaſonable offences in 
Coining baſe Money, ſhould not in this reſpect, be on the ſame 
footing. G Unleſs there is a power to ſearch in the night, 
and ſuddenly to force open doors or windows, it will be impoſ- 
ſible to detect che Makers of Caſt Money. 

7. The Laws relative to the Copper Coinage, although more 
modern, have alſo been found to be extremely deſective, and to- 
| tally inadequate to the object the Legiſlature had in view. 

The Act of the 11th of his preſent Majeſty indeed makes it 
felony to ſell Copper Money of the ſimilitude of the current 
Money of the Realm at a leſs value than the denomination doth 
impor:, but the benefit of Clergy not being taken away, and 
no ſpecific puniſhment being mentioned, the Offenders are ſub- 
je only to a year's impriſonment, which proves no check what- 
ever, as their families carry on the buſineſs in the mean time; 
and if they chuſe to ſell plain Half-pence, or what is called [r:þ 
harps, or to mix them with famped Half-pence ſimilar to the 


current 


L 
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current Coin of the Realm, ſo that the ſtamped Coin does not 
exceed the value of what the denomination imports, it is doubtful 
whether the Conviction will not fail. (5 The puniſbment ſhould 
be made Tranſportation, and there fBould be no diſtinction of Cop- 
per Money, whether Harps or Plain, ar whatever the device may 
be which is upon them. 

8. The Act above mentioned gives a power to Magiſtrates to iſſue 
their warrants to ſearch in the day time for tools and implements 
uſed in the Copper Coinage, (with regard to Silver or Gold 
Coinage no ſuch power is given) and what is very ſingular, =o 


puniſhment whatever can be inflicied by any exifling law on the 


owner or proprietor of ſuch tools for making Copper Money, nor 
upon the perſon in whoſe houſe they are found ; and if when ſuch 
ſearch is made, there ſhall be found only plain Half-pence, or 
Iriſb Harps, or Half-pence or Farthings varying in the Stamp 
in any degree from the current Coin of the Realm, ſo as not to 
be of the exact ſimilitude, the AR in queſtion is defeated, inaſ- 
much as the crime of felony does not attach to offences ſhort of 
Coining Money of the fimilitude of the current Coin of the Realm. 
And hence it is that under all theſe fences againſt the puniſhment 
of the Law, the coinage of baſe Copper goes on with impunity ; 
becauſe it is the fault of the parties themſelves if ever they permit 
the Law to reach them. Theſe defeds merit immediate at- 


tention and amendment. 


9. The Laws now in being give no power to ſeize counterfeit 


Half-pence either in the hands of the Dealers who keep a kind of 
open market at their own houſes every morning, to ſupply Jew 
Boys who cry Bad Shillings, as well as many others in various 
trades, who become the channels of circulation to a vaſt extent 
without riſque or inconvenience. Neither does the Statute Law | 


authorize the apprehenſion of Jew Boys, who go out every morn- 


ing loaded with counterfeit Copper, which they exchange for 


| Bad Shillings, to be afterwards coloured anew, and again pat 


into circulation, (F Theſe defeds alſo merit attention. 


B 2 10. Another 
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10. Another very prominent OY in the execution of the MintLow, 
is the want of a proper fund for Proſecutions and Rewards, and 
' 0:her expences for detecting Offenders. The Act of Queen 
Anne allowed / 600. a year for this purpoſe, which has never 
been increaſed by any parliamentary grant for a century ; al- 
though the offences, as well as the expence of detection and pro- 
- fecutions have increaſed at leaſt ſix-fold.——In this ſi tuation the 
energy of Magiſtrates in detecting Offenders is checked, and 
their exertions crippled for want of pecuniary Reſources, or the 
means of refunding and rewarding thoſe who rifque their lives 
and expend their money in detecting Offenders. _ | 
Neither have ſuſſicient rewards been provided for apprehend- 
ing Offenders againſt the Mint Laws: The Reward of (40. is 
- con{trued to be limited only to the Conviction of actual Coiners, 
and Clippers of Gold and Silver; and- does not extend to co- 
ouring and finiſhing, as well as.a number of other offences 
connected with making, cornferſeiting, and uttering Baſe Mo- 
ney : the Reward for Copper Coin is limited to C10. which is 
no encouragement to Officers to do their Duty. ( A liberal 
Sum ought to be allowed annually by Parliament for detection, 
aud proſecutions, and Rewards ſhould be paid on the report F the 
Judges 2vho try the offence, according to the merit and trouble of 
the apprehenders and witnefſts, whether there is a conviction or 
not. 
11. The Laws, as they now ſtand, are quite ſilent nating what 
is called Provincial Copper Coin, or Tokens repreſenting a Half- 
penny. If a new coinage of Copper Money is not reſolved on 
by Government, it might be proper to legalize theſe Tokexs or 
Provincial Cuins on three Conditions. {FT 1. That the Copper 
of which they are made Hall be pure—2. That this Coin Gall 
be at leaſt 10 per cent. heavier than the Mint Comage,—3, That 
the parties circulating ſuch Coin be reſponſible to the holders for 
the value in Gold or Silver when demanded: and fall amp 
their names and an abligation to that purpoſe an the Coins, Tokens, 
or Medals s iſſued by them, ——It would alſo be neceſſary that 
| ſuch 


1 * 
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ſuch perſons as ſhall iſſue Tokens or Medals, ſhall take out a Li- 


© cence for that purpoſe from the principal Officers of the Mint, as 


an authority for ſuch Coinage, giving bond and ſecurity at the 
ſame time that ſuch Tokens, or Medals, or Prom incial Coin ſhall 
be 10 per cent. above the full weight ſpecified for ene Penny, 
one Half-yenny, or one Farthing as the caſe may be, and like- 


wiſe ſecurity to be accountable for the — value in Gold 
or Silver. 1 21 


12. The Laws reſpeRting foreign Coin are 3 defective, 
and productive at preſent of many frauds upon the Public. 


Counterfeit French Shillings and Half. Crowns, as well as other 
foreign Coins, are made of baſe Metal, and mixed with coun- 
terfeit Britiſh Coin, to the injury af the Public. Foreigners 
are alſo cheated, to the diſgrace of the National Character. 
A Prohibitions, Reftraints, or Regulations, under Legiſlative 
Authority, have become abſolutely neceſſury to prevent the Coin- 


age, and the circulation of every kind of —— Foreign 
Con, 


In the mean time, however, as the miſchiefs ariſing 
from baſe Coin have advanced to ſuch a height, and 
as it is become neceſſary that all ranks of the Com- 
munity, but particularly people in thoſe branches of 


trade where great quantities of Silver and Copper 


money muſt neceſſarily be taken in payment, ſhould 
adopt ſuch prudent and legal meaſures as may tend in 
ſome degree to prevent, or at leaſt to check ſo enor- 
mous an evil, and ſhield themſelves from the loſſes 
which ariſe from the vaſt increaſe of baſe Silver and 
Copper Money which is daily thrown into circulation: 
—The following Advertiſement is propoſed. 


A Caution 
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4 Canton to the Public reſpefing Bak $ ker and 
Copper Money. 


Aud Arms For detecting and apprebending 
Offenders. 


War WHEREAS it is manifeſt 3 the * num- 


7 '& bers of Coiners and Utterers of baſe Money, againſt 
at, whom.informations have been lodged at the Public- 


<4 Office in-Horfoip-Street, and with the Magiſtrates at 
4: Birmingham, and alſo from the increaſed quantities 
1 of counterfeit Silver and Copper Coin which has 
& been recently circulated through a variety of dif- 
« _ ferent channels; that there are in this Metropolis, 
« as well as in various parts of the Country, a great 
& number of criminal people who are employed in 


% Coining, Selling, and Ultering baſe Silver and Cop- 


per Money, to the great injury of the public, who 
are groſsly cheated and deceived in conſequence of 


the mgenious devices which thoſe fraudulent peo- 
E ple have lately diſcovered in finiſhing baſe Money, 
'« fo as in many reſpetts to clude detection, particu- 
« larly in Shillings and Sixpences, as well as in 
fſmooth Halfpence, which are counterfeited in ſo 
1 1 maſterly a manner as to render it difficult to diſtin- 


4 pnifh this baſe Money from the current Coin of the 


« Realm in its worn-out ſtate, although a great pro- 
& portion of ſuch counterfeit Money is nn 
« worth little or nathing.” 


66 To 
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« To remedy theſe inconveniences, frauds, 
« loſſes, to which the public are ſubzeQted, it has 
* been determined by a Committee atling for the 
principal Traders and others in London, who have 
e acceſs in the courſe of their buſineſs to receive large 
quantities of Silver and Copper Coin, forthwith to 
place in the hands of the Solicitor to the Mint, 
ſuch a ſum of Money as ſhall be ſufficient, not only 
to defray the expences of detecting Coiners, Sellers, 
« and Utterers of baſe Money, ſo as to bring theſe 
« different Offenders to juſtice; but alſo to be ap- 
plied in rewarding all perſons whb ſhall be inſtru- 
mental in apprehending and charging theſe Offend- 
ers, and in proving the offences ſo charged; and 
« which Rewards ſhall be paid in ſuch proportions as 
ſhall appear to the Solicitor to the Mint to be a full 
compenſation for the labour and riſque of the par- 
ties, according to his uſual praftice in the like 
caſes, whether conviQtion ſhall take place or ndt.“ 
“And it is earneſtly requeſted, that all perſons, 
having any Information to lodge againſt any Corners, 
Sellers, or Utterers of baſe Money, will communi- 
cafe the ſame to the Lord Mayor :—to the Magt- 
ſtrates at the Public-Office in Monſbip- Street: or 
to the Magiſtrates at any other Public-Office, ac- 


cording to local circumſtances, or as may be found 
moſt convenient.” 


„ Hereby cautioning all perſons, in the practice o 
receiving quantities of Silver or Copper Money in 
the courſe of their buſineſs, againſt the numerous 

* Counterfeits 


be 


* L * 
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| rfcits now in circulation, andy. particularly 
«. Counterfeit Half-pencey for the purpoſe of pteveht- 
sing or increaſing thoſe heavy loſſes which muſt ul- 
< timately ariſe from the encouraging, in 155 n 
* the circulation of baſe Coin.“ 

In addition to this Advertiſement, which ſhould ap- 
pear in moſt of the London'and' Country Papers as 


early as poſſible, with ſich alterations and ainend. 


ments as ſhall be thonght- proper, or applicable to 
local circumſtances: It Vould ſeem. indiſpenſibly ne- 
ceſſary, not only that Subſcriptions ſhould be opened 
for rewarding thoſe who ſhall detect Offenders: 'but 
alſo that Meaſures ſhould be forthwith adopted by 


thoſe who are moſt materially intereſted in ſuppreſſing 
the evil, for the purpoſe of bringing the deſects in the - 


exiſting Laws under the review of the Members of His 
Majeſty's Executive Government, that the ſame may 
be amended, modernized and improved by a Bill to 
be brought in with their conſent, and paſſed oo; thn in 
the enſuing Seſſion of Parliament. 


Lunden, OFober 23» 4995 ee a 
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